
Suggested Reading List For Key Stage 4 & 5 

  

Boys Don’t Cry by Malorie Blackman 

In "Boys Don't Cry", bestselling author Malorie Blackman explores the unchartered territory of 
teenage fatherhood. You're waiting for the postman - he's bringing your A level results. 
University, a career as a journalist - a glittering future lies ahead. But when the doorbell rings it's 
your old girlfriend; and she's carrying a baby. Your baby. You're happy to look after it, just for an 
hour or two. But then she doesn't come back - and your future suddenly looks very different. 
Malorie's dramatic new novel will take you on a journey from tears to laughter and back again. 
 

 

 

The Man Who Smiled by Henning Mankell 

After killing a man in the line of duty (in The White Lioness), Inspector Kurt Wallander finds 
himself spiralling into an alcohol-fuelled depression. He has just decided to leave the police when 
an old friend, Sten Torstensson, approaches him to secretly investigate the recent death of his 
father in a car accident. At first Kurt dismisses his friend's suspicions as unlikely, when Sten is 
found dead, murdered with no doubt, in exactly the same manner as a Norwegian businessman 
shortly before. Against his previous judgement, Kurt returns to work to investigate what he is 
convinced is a case of double murder. 

 

 

Happy as Larry by Scot Gardner 

When a search for the happiest person on earth thrusts Larry into the spotlight, he becomes 

the planet’s newest superstar. His face is splashed across newspapers, magazines and cheesy 

merchandise, and soon millions of fans are following his life on TV, online, on demand. But 

fame brings new temptations, and soon Larry finds his relationship with his girlfriend falling 

apart. As the media reports every move and mistake he makes, he struggles to stop things 

spiralling out of control. There may be no happy ending for the worlds’ happiest man.  

 

 

Measuring Up by G.J. Stroud 

Jonah’s life has been like riding the perfect wave—the wonderfully simple routine of school, 

partying, and surfing with his friends. With the stress of his senior year looming, he realizes all 

of that is about to change. Rattled by the fear that he is destined to live in the shadow of his 

legendary older brother, Link, Jonah’s self-confidence begins to waver.... 

 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?um=1&hl=en&sa=N&biw=1024&bih=539&tbm=isch&tbnid=CMpsEtcTFv6kNM:&imgrefurl=http://www.turn-the-page.net/2011/06/09/book-review-boys-dont-cry-by-malorie-blackman/&docid=bZhBdrjCsOMlzM&imgurl=http://www.turn-the-page.net/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/boys-dont-cry-display.jpg&w=300&h=467&ei=scABUPv6LPCR0QWAqtWSBw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=209&vpy=110&dur=375&hovh=280&hovw=180&tx=110&ty=160&sig=102246763006849830386&page=1&tbnh=157&tbnw=101&start=0&ndsp=10&ved=1t:429,r:1,s:0,i:76
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?um=1&hl=en&sa=N&biw=1024&bih=539&tbm=isch&tbnid=Pf3a86xz9r28wM:&imgrefurl=http://www.eurocrime.co.uk/reviews/The_Man_Who_Smiled.html&docid=n-RMGRfb8eQ0wM&imgurl=http://www.eurocrime.co.uk/reviews/TMWSmiled.jpg&w=259&h=400&ei=b8IBUNH1FsLB0gW66em3Bw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=228&vpy=88&dur=2969&hovh=279&hovw=181&tx=101&ty=142&sig=102246763006849830386&page=1&tbnh=155&tbnw=109&start=0&ndsp=11&ved=1t:429,r:7,s:0,i:95
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?um=1&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=539&tbm=isch&tbnid=dTA2DzmX3VGm-M:&imgrefurl=http://bobsbooksnz.wordpress.com/2011/05/23/happy-as-larry-by-scot-gardner/happy-as-larry/&docid=H1QaY5ZqHBiORM&imgurl=http://bobsbooksnz.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/happy-as-larry.jpg?w=452&w=452&h=698&ei=R8QBUJTVJcLO0QWlramyBw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=332&vpy=125&dur=2203&hovh=279&hovw=181&tx=134&ty=208&sig=102246763006849830386&page=3&tbnh=166&tbnw=107&start=21&ndsp=14&ved=1t:429,r:1,s:21,i:144
http://www.goodreads.com/book/photo/7728482-measuring-up
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_White_Lioness


 

The Mayor of Casterbridge by Thomas Hardy 

At a country fair near Casterbridge, Wessex, a young hay-trusser named Michael Henchard 
overindulges in rum-laced furmity and quarrels with his wife, Susan. Spurred by alcohol, he 
decides to auction off his wife and baby daughter, Elizabeth-Jane, to a sailor, Mr. Newson, for 
five guineas. Once sober the next day, he is too late to recover his family, particularly since 
his reluctance to reveal his own bad conduct keeps him from conducting an effective search. 
When he realizes that his wife and daughter are gone, probably for good, he swears not to 
touch liquor again for as many years as he has lived so far. 

 

Other recommended books are: 

 Nineteen Eighty Four by George Orwell 

 The Hobbit by J R R Tolkien 

 White Teeth by Zadie Smith 

 A room with a View by E.M. Forster 

 Captain Corelli’s Mandolin by Louis de Bernieres 

 Wildthorn by Jane Eagland 

 Bedlam by Ally Kennan 

 The Stuff of Nightmare by Malorie Blackman 

 What I saw and How I lied by Judy Blundell 

 Small Minded Giants by Oisin McGann 
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Furmity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wife_selling_(English_custom)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guinea_(British_coin)

