PROSPECTUS

“A GOOD AND IMPROVING SCHOOL”
Ofsted 2017

WELCOME FROM THE
PRINCIPAL
Welcome to The Chalfonts Community College and a warm welcome to our
school. I am proud to be the Principal of this school which is a place that ensures all
students regardless of background or belief, achieve and succeed in all that they
do.
The Chalfonts Community College is a larger than average school with a wide range
of both curricular and extra-curricular opportunities for all students of all ages.
We strive to be the best we can be and our results have been consistently good,
which is a testament to the hard work of our staff and the commitment of our
students.
Our Ofsted inspection in May 2017 confirmed that we are a ‘good and improving
school’. Our results are consistently excellent and Ofsted commented positively on
every aspect of our school.
We want all of our students to be inspired to love learning and our core objective
is to get the best outcomes for all students; all we do is linked to this. We are
motivated to improve and are striving for excellence - evaluating our provision
and our approach is at the forefront of all we do. We have high expectations of
everyone within our community as we prepare our young people for life and work
in the 21st century.
If you would like more information or if you would like to join us, please do not hesitate to contact us. Please do come and visit, you will be made most welcome.
Best Wishes,

Russell Denial
Principal

www.chalfonts.org

“In 2016, pupils made
significantly above-average
progress in English, Mathematics
and particularly in the Humanities
by the end of Key Stage 4”.
Ofsted 2017

SUCCESS IS AN ATTITUDE
We are dedicated to ensuring that all students have the opportunity to achieve
their full potential regardless of ability or background and a strong emphasis is
placed on developing independent thinking.
Learning at The Chalfonts Community College
is exciting, interactive and focuses on enjoyment
as well as preparing students for their future.
We understand that educating other peoples’
children is a rare privilege and with that comes
huge responsibility. We take this responsibility
very seriously and so we provide students with
numerous opportunities to grow as learners
and achieve academic success and happiness.
Students will be taught to become independent
learners that can achieve their full potential
through discussion, research and the use of
various resources.
Students will be guided
every step of the way by our talented, dedicated
and caring staff who work hard to deliver a
varied and stimulating educational experience.
Each individual will be valued and learn to
respect and care for themselves, others and
their environment. We expect all students to
subscribe to the highest standards of behaviour
and achievement and we do this by instilling a
strong sense of self-worth and responsibility.
We encourage students to relish and celebrate
success and learn from each other and we
will provide opportunities for students to
develop the resilience needed for success by
learning from mistakes and being reflective.

The current generation of school pupils
are unlikely to retire until their 70s. SocioEconomic predictions suggest they can expect
to have had several jobs before they buy their
first home and many of these jobs either do
not currently exist or will be approached in
new ways. We live in exciting times and our
young people will solve problems that are not
yet problems, using technology that has not
yet been invented. This means that providing
a competitive, progressive and well-rounded
education is more important than ever.
During their first year at The College, all
students follow a wide-ranging curriculum
before beginning to make choices of
subjects. One benefit of being in a large
school is the extensive range of subjects
we are able to offer at GCSE and A level
including academic and vocational subjects.
The educational experience at The College
goes way beyond preparing students to sit
public examinations. We aim to stretch the most
academically able by strongly encouraging
them to compete for academic prizes and
competitions set by Universities and Industry.
Students with a more creative flair can choose to
direct their own drama and music productions
and those with business acumen may wish to
fund raise or even invest a virtual £100,000 on
the London Stock Exchange. It is the objective
of the college to expose all students to a
culturally rich and diverse education where
all students are able to find their niche, be
happy and believe that Success is an Attitude.

“I love every minute of every day”.
Year 7 student
“The teachers are really enthusiastic and
good at inspiring students”.
Year 11 Parent

“Strong leadership by the head of
inclusion, including good liaison with
feeder primary schools and parents,
ensures very effective provision for
pupils who have special educational
needs and or disabilities. Leaders are
passionate about wanting the best for
every pupil, and relationships between
staff and pupils are strong.”
Ofsted 2017

FEELING VALUED
The happiness of our students underpins everything we do at the College.
Exceptional pastoral care systems are in place to support our students’ personal
development, welfare and to build their self-esteem.
The atmosphere at The College is welcoming
right from the start and this is before children
join the College as part of our comprehensive
transition programme.

Parents receive progress reports termly and
are invited in throughout the year for: consultation days, Parents evenings, information
evenings and for Year 7, a settling-in evening.

The transition programme includes meeting
all children in the comfort of their own Primary schools by our team of Year Leaders along
with senior members of staff. Following this, all
Year 6 children are invited to The College for
an action packed induction day to meet their
new tutors, experience a host of lessons, sample lunch in one of our many cafes and meet
their new classmates. New students are then
invited to come along with their parents for
an information evening giving them a chance
to meet the Principal and tutors over refreshments.

We believe strongly in rewarding achievement to reinforce success and to create a positive ethos in the school. Rewards are offered
to students throughout the year for: effort,
attainment, resilience, resourcefulness, kindness and services to The College.

That is just the beginning of the journey. We
understand that all students have different
needs and to ease the transition, there is a Quad
specifically designed for Year 7 students to get
involved socially from their first day. Students
with special needs or a disability are invited for
additional days to help them get familiarised
with the grounds and learning environment
and meet key staff.
At The College, we work in close partnership
with parents to support students throughout
their teenage years.

Students enjoy being at The College and staff
have excellent relationships with students and
behaviour is usually very good. Should issues
arise, we use our clear Behaviour for Learning
policy which is underpinned by the principle
of respect for all. Any form of bullying is dealt
with promptly and thoroughly.
Each student is assigned to one of ten tutors
in each Year group who work closely with Year
Leaders including the head of inclusion and
pastoral support. If students feel overwhelmed
or need a listening ear, there is always someone
at hand to talk to. We offer pastoral support in
various forms such as quiet rooms for reflection, a
sixth-form buddy, one-to-one counselling as
well as the fantastic ‘Bubble’ which welcomes
students every lunchtime.

“Leaders and governors take a proactive and rigorous approach towards safety
and the welfare of the pupils.” Ofsted 2017

“An extensive range of break, lunchtime and after school clubs allows students to take
part in a range of sport and musical activities as well as chess, games and curriculum
support.” Oftsed 2017

NURTURING TALENT
All students benefit from an ever-expanding provision of sport, art and a wealth of
other extra-curricular activities that take place during and after the school day as
well as in the school holidays.
Whether it is football, table-tennis, netball or
you just want to catch up on your homework,
we offer a wide range of extra-curricular activities to suit all students and interests. At The
College we want to nurture and discover hidden talent in all our students. We encourage
everyone to actively participate in joining a
club and take part in inter-form, county and national competitions. We recognise and celebrate student achievement in its widest sense
and individuals are supported in starting up
clubs of their own if they are not currently on
offer.
Each year, students are encouraged to take up
exciting opportunities run by our committed
and enthusiastic staff. There are many opportunities for students to showcase their talents,
including whole-school drama performances and concerts. In addition, specialist music
teachers offer private tuition on-site in a variety
of instruments for which bursaries are available
for some students.

Academic study is important and we expect all
students to achieve, but education is about
embracing the creative, physical and spiritual
as much as the intellectual.
To give you an idea here is a taste of what our
current students have been involved in over
the past year: The World Challenge to Zambia;
Foreign language trips to China and
Arsenal
FC; The
Duke
of
Edinburgh
Award; Sports trip to South Africa; Skiing; University visits including Oxbridge
residential days; The UKMT Maths Challenge;
STEM
days;
Robotics
workshops;
directing
whole
school
drama
productions;
Art trips to Barcelona &
Florence; crowd funding including sponsorships by three students to swim the English
Channel. The list goes on. This and much
more is on offer at The College each and every
year including a one week work experience in
Years 10 and 12.

THE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT
We firmly believe that the most successful students are those that throw themselves into the life of The College and this is made possible by having the facilities
and grounds that make up our well-equipped, spacious and attractive learning
environment.
At The College, our aim is to cater for all our
students’ needs as much as possible to leave
them with fond memories when they leave us.
We invest heavily in providing students with all
the resources they need as well as the environment in which they can flourish and be happy.
Children have a tremendous capacity to be
productive and creative and it is our responsibility to give them a challenging, supportive
environment which enables them to achieve at
levels of which they might not otherwise have
dreamt.
Catering for almost 1600 students is no
mean feat. To do this efficiently we have
two large cafés: Café 2000 and The Chalfonts Café and in addition we have a grab
n’ go service called the Potato Hatch:
all of which serve healthy hot and cold foods.
Our disabled students are also very well looked
after with lifts throughout the college, access
to Evac-Chairs, a purpose-built wet room and
power-assisted doors in all buildings. In addition, The College has a large and successful
Learning Support department with specialist
Additionally Resourced Provision (ARP) so that
children with an Education, Health and Care
plan are very well catered for.

The Chalfonts is a big school and because we have such spacious grounds
and buildings, we are able to accommodate all students without it feeling
overcrowded. Some of our excellent facilities
include:
Two large fields; a MUGA; outside play areas
including a quad specifically for Year 7 students; drama and dance studios; a state of
the art fitness suite with weights area and multi-gym equipment; three Apple mac and ten PC
suites with iPad banks; a purpose built library
with study areas and bean bags for students
to really get stuck into a book; a large assembly hall; a sports hall and gym; a leisure centre
with racquet sports; tennis courts; science laboratories; design, technology & engineering
workshops; music labs with rooms for private
tuition and Wi-Fi throughout the college.
Our Sixth form block, The Chikara Centre is
one of the newest buildings at the college
and includes a large common room with quiet
study areas and computers for students to use
anytime. It also houses the KarMa Academy for
hair & beauty which is also open to the public
by appointment.

“You give every student the opportunities to reach their full potential – you
treat every child as an individual”
Year 7 Parent

“Sixth Formers have made particularly strong progress in vocational courses”.
Ofsted 2017

THE SIXTH FORM
The sixth form prepares students for the next stage of their lives; whether that is
higher education, employment or training. We offer a wide range of academic and
vocational courses. Guidance and support is offered to all students at every step of
the way to ease the transition from GCSE.
Our sixth form is an extremely friendly place
to be. Sixth form students play a major part in
determining the success of the school. We are
immensely proud of our current students, their
predecessors and all of their achievements.
We have high expectations of both students
and teachers and we never settle for anything
less than a student’s personal best.
Sixth formers are treated with respect
and trusted to enjoy privileges and freedoms not available to younger students. In return, we expect sixth formers
to be responsible role models for the
students in the lower school.
In the sixth form, all students are allocated a tutor.
Tutors are concerned with student welfare and
they will support learning, monitor progress
closely, guide students through the UCAS
process and help them set targets to achieve
their best.
We are proud of all of our students and each
year many go on to university, higher apprenticeships and drama or music colleges. Student
destinations in the last three years include
Exeter,
Southampton,
Leeds
and
Manchester
universities
as
well
as The Royal Veterinary College and
Brighton School of Medicine.

MESSAGE FROM OUR HEAD BOY

“Since I started at The College in Year 7 I have
enjoyed every moment of it. Our great sports
teams have given me the opportunity to
participate to a high standard with great
coaches to help. Every teacher that I have
ever had has been willing to talk and go
over any queries to ensure my success. I
am proud to say that I go to The Chalfonts Community College and that is why
I decided to stay on into the sixth form”.
Llewelyn, Head Boy, Year 13

THOUGHTS FROM A SIXTH FORMER

“I chose to stay on at The Chalfonts for sixth form
because I knew this school could offer me the
support I wanted in order to reach my full
potential. I have already had lots of support
from the teachers in the subjects I have taken
(Geography, Performing Arts and Media). I
knew from the start that this would be the right
place for me and I don’t regret my decision”.
Gabby, Year 13 student
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“My daughter realises how friendly and supportive the school is and how much time and effort
the teachers have invested and how much they
genuinely care”
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